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date(s). Please turn this note into your child’s teacher qQjPQ[ jPgII G<sh of returning to school.
After three days, any absence remains unexcused per GCS policy. Reasons for excusing an absence
are: Illness or injury, quarantine, death in the immediate family, court proceedings, short term
suspensions, medical or dental appointments, religious observances, and educational
opportunities to be granted by the principal with prior approval.

An automated call is sent around 10:00 a.m. to alert parents that their child is not in school. This
phone call will label the absence as “unexcused” until written documentation is received.

According to Gaston County Policy, a student with more than 12 absences (excused or unexcused)
can be considered for retention. In addition, the parents of students with 10 or more unexcused
absences could face truancy charges. Thank you for having your child at school on time each day.



Parents of students with PI<YjP dY<[h for chronic illnesses or life-threatening allergies should
renew these health plans each year by providing the school nurse documentation from your
medical provider. Medicine and forms should be provided to the office at the start of each new
school year, with attention given to the medicine’s expiration date.

As part of our regular school preventive dental health program, a Public Health Dental Hygienist for
Gaston County will conduct dental screenings for children in kindergarten during the school year.
We are again partnering with Gaston Family Health Services and the Kintegra Dental Bus.
Information regarding dental services will be sent home.

Updating Personal Information
Each week, Sherwood will send out an electronic phone message to all parents and staff members
informing them of important calendar events. Please help us keep our school records up-to-date
by sending in any new dP][I [kZDIgh� A copy should be given to the teacher and to the front
office. We want to make sure you have the most up-to-date information concerning school events.
If your family moves during the school year, the office has a form for updating your address and
providing new proofs of address. Please ensure that these records stay up-to-date. Please make
sure you keep your child’s teacher updated on any N<ZQYs ZIZDIgh ]g E][j<Ejh who may or may
not be allowed to eat lunch with or pick up your child at school. In a similar manner, parents who
have Ekhj]Gs ]g ]jPIg YIO<Y d<dIgq]gX through the court system are asked to provide a copy to
the principal. This paperwork will be kept in a secure and confidential location in the front office to
ensure school personnel are following court orders.

Parent Teacher Organization (P.T.O.)
Sherwood Elementary is fortunate to have a very active P.T.O. that conducts fundraisers, donates
supplies to the school, honors teachers throughout the school year and during Teacher
Appreciation Week, and plans celebrations for our students. We hope that you will support our
school by joining the P.T.O. Meetings are not required for members, but you are encouraged to
come.

Parent Portal/ Grading Practices
Student grades and attendance data are available at https://gaston.powerschool.com/public/. You
can contact Sherwood’s Financial Secretary for a password. This year, all 3rd - 12th grade teachers
in Gaston County Schools will use the 10-point grading scale below:

A = 90-100 B = 80-89 C = 70-79 D = 60-69 F = 59 and below

Parent-Teacher Conferences
We welcome you to be a partner in your child’s ed�
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In grades K – 2, students should meet grade level criteria in reading, math, and writing before
promotion to the next grade level is considered. Third grade students fall under the North Carolina
Read to Achieve legislation, and they must pass one of several performance indicators before
moving on to 4th grade. Sherwood �



Field Trips
Each grade level will take several field trips this year. The cost is carefully considered for entrance
to the activity and travel on the bus. Parents who wish to chaperone field trips must be an
approved GCS volunteer. You can sign up on the GCS homepage by clicking “Become a Volunteer.”
Once approved, you will be contacted for volunteer orientation. Some field trip locations do not
require parent chaperones. Please know that only school staff members are allowed to ride on
buses with the students. Chaperoning parents can follow behind the school bus in their own cars.

Technology
Technology plays an important part of preparing students for their future academic and career
success. Each student at Sherwood is assigned a chromebook that is theirs to use each day at
school and at home. This access allows our students to be actively engaged in integrated
technology activities that enhance the curriculum. All students will sign an acceptable use policy
the first time they log in to the school network. This outlines specific rules for students using the
Gaston County Schools’ computer network and computer hardware. These policies will also be
reviewed by teachers. In the enrollment packet, parents are given the opportunity to opt their child
out of access to the Internet. We are pleased to be a one-to-one technology school!

Student and Classroom Celebrations
Throughout the year, classrooms may have celebrations for students. Parents are invited to
provide treats on these occasions; school and teacher guidelines will be shared with parents and
guardians. For student birthdays, individual students will be recognized on the announcements and
will receive a special treat from the school. Parents will be allowed to bring in items for their
child’s class only if they fit one of these categories:

● Store-bought treat brought in to share <j Yk[EP jQZI $" 9
● Treat bags sent in to send home at the end of the day

««�[ <[ INN]gj j] dgIhIgpI Q[hjgkEjQ][<Y jQZI� qI qQYY []j P]hj DQgjPG<s d<gjQIh Q[ ]kg EY<hhg]]Zh�
+YI<hI E]]gGQ[<jI Yk[EPjQZI jgI<jh ]g jgI<j D<Oh <PI<G ]N jQZI qQjP s]kg EPQYG�h jI<EPIg�
.IZIZDIg� QjIZh !1/0 DI hj]gI D]kOPj qQjP Q[OgIGQI[j Y<DIYh�

In addition, please know that large gifts such as flowers and balloons cannot be taken to
classrooms/cafeteria, delivered by the office staff, or taken on the bus. Thank you for your
cooperation in this matter.

Inclement Weather
In case of inclement weather, please use the GCS website (gaston.k12.nc.us) or one of the
following resources to obtain the most up-to-date information. Please do not call the school.
Radio Television
WGNC Gastonia − 1450 WBTV − Channel 3
WGAS Gastonia − 1420 WSOC − Channel 9
WLTC Gastonia − 1370 WCCB − Channel 18
WCGC Belmont − 1420 GCS Station − Channel 21

*Information regarding inclement weather will also be found on our website, and a Parentlink
phone call will be made for
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https://itunes.apple.com/app/id900495450
https://itunes.apple.com/app/id900495450
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.parentlink.gaston


 k[EP - A complete school Lunch consists of:
An entrée made with protein and/or grain
Fat free or 1% milk,
Vegetable, and
Fruit

All students will be required to take at a minimum one serving of vegetable or fruit and two

additional items in order to receive a school lunch at established meal price (or no charge

for CEP schools).

A lunch entrée may count as two items. At a minimum, a student must select an entrée and
a fruit or vegetable OR they must select two fruits or vegetables and two additional items
to have the meal count as a lunch.

The maximum amount of food a
ems.
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